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To be learnt of all 


SHEWING, 


MW hat it deſerves our Study, and like- 
wiſe requires it. 


Together with 


| he Means of attaining to it, by doing and 


keeping to our own Buſineſs, 


Tartan XXXII. 17. 
Ile Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and 


Aſſurance for ever. 
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| TnEss. IVF11. former part, 


hd that ye ſtudy to be quiet, and to do 
Jour own Buſineſs. 


H E, Occaſion of theſe Words was from 
a great Tumult or Uproar, that hap- 
pen'd among theſe Theſſalonians, ſoon 
after their Conyerſion to Chriſtianity 
f which we read in the 17th Chapter of the Act,. 
ere we find that St. Paul having preach'd the 
oſpel with good Succeſs in Theſſalonica, Some of 
m, both Jews and Gentiles, believed, and conforted 
it Paul and Silas; but others of the Jews, that be- 
wed not, moved with Envy, took unto them certain 
d Fellows of the baſer ſort, and gathered them in 4 
mpany, that ſet all the City in an Uproar, aſſaulting 
E Houſe of one Jaſon, to find Paul and Silas, whom 
ey ſuppos'd to be ſhelter'd there, intending to 
Wing them out to the People, as Enemies of the 
ace, and Troublers of the World, ver. 4, 5- 
i. Paul having happily eſcap'd the Fury of this 
lamult, went to Athens; where, conſidering in 
at a troubled State he left theſe new Converts, he 
at this Epiſtle to them, that was written imme- 
lately after : In which, among other things, he 
kzs them to compoſe their Spirits, and to ceaſe 
Tom all Tumults, to prevent the Scandal that o- 
lerwiſe would be caſt on the Chriſtian Faith, 
Plich they had lately embrac'd. In this Chapter 
e exhorts them to walk ſo as to pleaſe God, by 
bounding in all Acts of Piety towards him, of 
ity towards themſelves, and Honeſty towards 

OLE A — | | others, 
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others, ver. 1,2, 3- In the Verſes immediately 
fore the Text, he minds them of preſerving k 
therly Love and Kindneſs among themſelves, | 
of encreaſing in it more and more: To wh 
end he beſeeches them, in the words of the Te 
to ftudy to be quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, wi 
out meddling with other Folks matters. 

This is a Leſſon fit to be learnt by all Chriſti; 
at all Times, but eſpecially in times of pub 
Trouble and Commotion. 5 

In treating therefore hereof, I muſt enquire, | 


Fir, Into the Nature of this Quiet, which 
Apoſtle here adviſes to. II” 
Secondly, Into the Way and Manner of lea 
ing it, and that is by ſtudying it ; Study t4 
17. - And, ET Ry 
Thirdly, Into the Means here preſcrib'd to tl 
end, and that is by doing our own Buſineſs. 


Ert, then, What is that Quiet which all g 
Chriſtians are here advis'd to? In anſwer to whi 
we are to obſerve and diſtinguiſh the ſeveral So co 
and Kinds of Quiet; for there are ſome things t int 
look like it, and pretend to it, which yet are 
from it. Fe» 

As, 1ſt, There is a natural Quiet or Ceſſati 
from all Motion or Action; and this is the Qu 
of inanimate Beings; which being void of Senſe 
Motion, reſt in the Center or Station wherein G 
bath ſet them. But this being inconſiſtent with t 
Nature and Activity of the Soul of Man, whi 
muſt be doing ſomething, and will be either v 
or ill employ'd, cannot be here meant. 

2dly, There is a moral Quiet or Ceſſation fraWheir 
the Buſineſs of our Calling; and this is no bet], w. 
than ſitting ſtill, and indulging to Sloth and 1d 
_ neſs. This is the Quiet of thoſe idle Drones t 


17 

nothing but eat, drink, and ſleep, living upon 
Labours and Spoils of others: Theſe are the 
profitable Burdens of the Earth, and do but 
aber the Ground on which they tread ; fo that 


es, ther is this the Quiet here recommended in the 

whit, for the next words bid us to be buſy as well as 

Te et; Study to be quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs : 

, wi ere Buſineſs is preſcrib'd in order to Quiet, and 

annot be a Ceſſation from it. And indeed Buſi- 

riſtig ß is a great help to Quietneſs, and Idleneſs is a 
publiWat Cauſe of Diſturbance. $ 

Wy, There is a Quiet not from all, but only 

re, In publick Buſineſs, when Men retire from the 

Wry of great Poſts and Stations, to the greater 

aich Whoſe and Sedateneſs of a private Life: and this, 

one for Study and Devotion, and the better to 

F leaf are themſelves for the greater Concerns of 


idable, when the Neceſſities of their Country 
not require or call for their Service: but neither 
th this come under our preſent Conſideration. 

0 come then cloſer to the Point in hand, the 


all get here enjoin'd is both publick, private, and ſe- 
o whit: The Firſt relates to Kingdoms and States, 
ral 8% conſiſts in a Freedom from all foreign Wars, 
ings ti inteſtine Commotions. The Second relates to 


nilies and - Neighbourhoods, and conſiſts in a 


cd to particular Perſons, and conſiſts in a Free- 
from all inward Trouble and Diſquiet. All 
ch are imply'd in the Leſſon of the Text, and 
very fit and neceſſary to be learnt and ſtudy'd 
Weak Meh. ĩ ² T 15 
f, I ſay, there is a publick Quiet, that conſiſts in 
ther M beace and Tranquillity of whole Kingdoms, when 
he Members of them obſerve their Rank,and move 


ion fiber right Order: This is the Quiet of good Sub- 


no beiti, who know them that are over them in the Lord, and 
and 10 8 NN ſubmit 
ones [ | $ | 
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ther Life, is not only allowable, but very com- 


dom from all private Feuds and Grudges. The 
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(8) 
ſubmit themſelves to them. The way to this is by a di 
Obſervance of the known ſtanding Laws of t 
Country wherein we live, which are the Means an 
Meaſures of this publick Quiet : for as public 
Weights and Meaſures are neceſſary to regulate tl 
Trade and Commerce of Mankind, without whic 
there would be no end of Extortions; ſo public 
Laws are to be the Rule and Standard of Mer 
Lives and Actions, without which there will be n 
end of Contentions. God hath appointed ſome t 
rule and determine what is to be done, others t 
obey and be directed by them; and upon thel 
Wheels the publick Peace and Tranquillity move 
The Means to preſerve this Quiet, is not by givin 
every one their own Way or Will, for that is tt 
Ground of all Diſſenſion; but by making them yiel 
to the Authority of Laws and Government: ar 
that may bring them to ſome Agreement, who el 
would be for ever at odds, if left to their own 
berty. Some muſt chuſe and confine the Freedo 
of others, otherwiſe Men would come upon tt 
Stage of the World like the Offspring of the Dr; 
gon's Teeth, only to bite and devour one anothet 
So that they are the only peaceable and quiet Sul 
jects, who live in all due Obedience and Subjetic 
to the Laws of Church and State: and therefo 
the Apoſtle wills us to put People in mind to be ſubj| 
to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrate 
to pray for Rings and Queens, and ſubmit to the 
that we may live quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Gul 
lineſs and Honeſty ; 1 Tim. 3. 1, 2. & Tit. 3. 1. 
_ 2dly, There is a private Quiet, that conſiſts 


the Amity and good Agreement of Friends at 4 5 
Neighbours, that live with, or are near one ang c 
ther. This is preſerv'd by a Readineſs to do 4 * 
good Offices to thoſe about us, and by carefully WW m. 
voiding whatever may juſtly trouble and ofa | 


them. And as the former is the Peace of goc 
Subject 


Sf 


45 Subjects, ſo this is the Quiet of good Neighbours; 
We which is maintain'd by an amicable Correſpondence 
ney in all the mutual Acts of Juſtice, Charity, and 


Loving-kindneſs; by loving our Neighbours as our 
ſelves, and doing to all Men as we would be done 
by ; giving to every one their due, rejoicing in their 
Proſperity, ſympathizing with them in-their Af- 
fictions, and in all things willing to promote the 
Happineſs and Welfare of one another. To this 
we are advis'd by the Apoſtle, in thoſe words, J it 
he poſſible, as much as in you lieth, live peaceably with 
al Men; Rom. 12.18. ng 

3aly, There is a ſecret Quiet with a Man's own 
ſelf, and that conſiſts in the inward Eaſe and Tran- 
quillity of his own Mind: A good Man ſhall be ſa- 


t. u %% from himſelf, faith Solomon, Prov. 14. 14. This 
ho el the Quiet of a good Conſcience, and is preſery'd 
1 by a faithful Diſcharge of our Duty, and keeping a 
redo Cnſcience void of Offence towards God and Man; in 


which St. Paul tells us, he mainly exerciſed himſelf, 
Ads 24.16, This Quiet is the Reſult of good and 
wright Intentions, which will keep the Mind eaſy 
and free from all Diſturbance within, in the midſt 


bje&ic of all outward Troubles and Commotions; and 
ncrefof dis is a Bleſſing peculiar only to good Men. A 
e fubjt vicked Man is a ſtranger to this Peace: for being 
ral under the ſway of unruly and diſorder'd Paſſions, 
. hel that mutiny in his own Breaſt, he can have no 
41 Gol iet day or night; but is like the troubled Sea that 


cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up nothing but Mire and 


nfs bu, Iſa. 57. 20. whereas Peace and Quietneſs with 
ads ad Man's ſelf proceed from mortify'd Affections, kept 
one 20d Within due Bounds, and a Conſciouſneſs of his own 
0 do 4 Integrity. Theſe are the ſeveral kinds of Quiet, 


both publick, private, and ſecret; all which having 


* mutual Dependence upon one another, are here 
of goa commended to us. But how may we learn or 


Mainto them? That. is the 


ict 
Subj B Second 
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Second Thing to be ſpoken to, viz. The Way andi 
Manner to attain true Peace and Quietneſs: and! if it 
that, the Apoſtle tells us, is by ſtudying it; Study to Stue 
be quiet. Where this Leſſon of Quietneſs is repre- Anc 
ſented as an Art or Science, that muſt be ſtudy'd be- "*<c 
fore it can be learnt or practis d. Corrupt Nature ef 
rather inclines to Quarrels than Quiet: Whence cone . ( 
Wars and Fightings among you, ſaith the Apoſtle # dyn 
come they not hence, even of your Luſts, that war in jour 
Members? They firſt move Strife in Mens dn , C 
Breaſt, warring againſt the Law of the Mind, and 
then break out to the troubling. and diſquieting of 
others; ſo that Nature it ſelf cannot teach us to Lot 
be quiet, but rather prompts to the contrary, and thar 
we mult ſtudy and ſtrive againſt that, and get th e 
Maſtery of our Paſſions, before we can bring it to bear Ws 
The word here rendred Study, is in the Original en. 
nisi de, Which implies ſomething of Honour and Am! 
bition, by gaining a Victory over a Man's ſelf, which 
is a greater Conqueſt than that of a City; and th 
Expreſſion puts us upon ſeeking of Quiet, as Men dq 
for Honour and Preferment, it being far more hof 
nourable to be a Promoter than Diſturber of thE 
Peace of Mankind. Now Study, we know, implieg 
an earneſt Intention of Mind, attended with dilly 
gent Enquiries and Endeavours after the thing 
ſought for; and ſuch is to be our Study of Quiet 
It muſt engage all our Faculties in the Deſire and 
Purſuit of it, we muſt not reſt in the wiſhing wel 
to it, or ſpeaking well of it; for many will go { 
far, and give it a good word, when they mean and 
act quite contrary to it: but it muſt be follow! 
with our earneſt Endeavours, and our Care to d 
our utmoſt to obtain and preſerve it, This is ti 
ſenſe of St. Paul, in bidding us ſcudy to be quiet; an 
of St. Peter, in willing us to ſeek Peace and enſue ' 
If it ſeems to be hidden, we are to ſeek it out; auf 
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if it flee from us, to purſue it; never ceaſing our 
Study and Search after it, till we have found it. 
And this is no more than Quiet both deſerves and 
needs; for the Apoſtle's putting us upon the Study 
of Quiet, ſhews, 3 

(1.) The Excellency of it, that *tis worth ſtu- 
dying. And, | 5 
63 The Difficulty of it, that it wants ſtudying. 
(i.) I ſay, Quiet being made a matter of Study, 
ſhews us the Excellency of it, that it very well de- 
ſerves our Study. Slight and trivial Matters are 
not worth aur Regard, and are rather to be deſpis'd 
than thought upon; but things of moment are to 
be minded and ſtudy'd by us: and ſuch is Peace and 
Quietneſs, as may be ſeen in the many Bleſſings and 
Comforts that accompany the Enjoyment, and the 
manyEvils and Miſeries that attend the Lack of it. 
Peace and Quiet is a happy State of things; *tis the 
Felicity of Heaven, and ought to be the Deſire and 
Study of all good Men here upon Earth; *tis that 
Which gives us the Taſte and Reliſh of all other 
Bleſſings, which are ſweeten'd by Peace, but are 
ſapleſs without it. A meek and compos'd Frame 
of Spirit is the beſt Soil for Grace and Goodneſs to 
grow in; The Fruits of Righteouſneſs are ſowa in 
Peace, Jam. 3. 18. that is the Seed-plot of Vertue, 
and the Spring of all Comfort, All the Fruits of 
laduſtry, as Learning, Trade, Commerce, and the 
like, all louriſh in calm and quiet Times, but fink 
and decay in Times of Trouble and Commotion for 
then all good things go backward, and nothing but 
Evil and Miſchief thrive. A wiſe Man hath ob- 
ſery'd,, That it fares in troubled Times as in trou- 
bled Waters, all the Filth, Dirt, and Mire at the 
bottom then riſes and gets up to the top: not only 
the Dregs of the People, but the Scam of Errors 
and Corruptions get uppermoſt; and nothing but 


quiet and ſedate Times can fo ſettle matters as to 


B 2 fink. 


( 12 ) 
ſink them again to their proper Place, the bottom! 
Quiet is therefore well worth the ſtudying, for the 
great good it doth to whole Countries, to private 
Families, and particular Perſons; all which partaki 
of the Bleſſings of Peace, and find the Safety as we 
as Ornament of meek and quiet Spirits. 
And as Quiet deſerves our Study for the excellent 
Uſe and Benefit of it, ſo doth it need it too by rea 
ſon of the difficulty of attaining it. Tis no ſuch eaſ 
matter to be quiet as ſome Men imagine; the way 
to it lies thro many difficult Parts and Duties of Reit 
ligion, to which Fleſh and Blood have no ſmall reg. 
luctance. We muſt deny our ſelves im many thing 
to pleaſe others, if we mean to be quiet : We muſl 
ſubdue our unruly Luſts and Paſſions, which occaſio a1 
great Contention: We muſt ſtoop our Wills anc 
Judgments to thoſe of our Superiors, which in ſome 
- caſes requires great Humility and Meekneſs of Wi 
dom; fo that 'tis a harder Leſſon to be quiet that 
many are aware of, and calls for our ſerious Study 
and Meditation. And the rather, becauſe too many, 
| Inſtead of ſtudying to be quiet, ſtudy to be trou 
bleſome, There are ſome of that diabolical Tem! 
per, as to delight in Trouble, and ſleep not ect 
they do miſchief, Prov. 4.16. There are others whC 
delire to fiſh in troubled Waters, hoping to gel 
ſomething of Honour, or Wealth, or other Advan 
tage, which they cannot look for in a quiet Poſtur 
of Affairs. Again, Some create Trouble only tt 
veat their Spleen and Malice againſt others; and 
there be not a few who love and live by Diviſions; 
and, like Salamanders, live in the Fire of Conten 
tion, which they ſeek to foment and continue fo 
their own ſecular Ends; and many good Men ate 
put upon Study to avoid the Trouble, which ſome 
unquiet Spirits labour hard to give them. So that 
the Difficulty as well as the Excellency of Quiet 
may ſet us all to our Studies, both to get and tC 
| | ii | preſerve 


613) 
om erve it. Now becauſe all Arts and Sciences have 
the e certain Rules and Principles that lead to the 
oledg and Practice of them, I ſhall lay before 
ſome of thoſe Rules and Precepts that are ne- 
iry to the Study of this Leſſon, and to attain 
Divine Art of Quietneſs. To which end, we 
to ſtudy, LS I 
rea f, The Hindrances of Quiet, the better to re- 


\ eaſe and lay them aſide. And, 
Wah, The Helps to Quietneſs, in order to the 


ning and Practice of them. For the 
all reh, The Hindrances of Quiet are too many to be 
hinge reckon'd up; I ſhall only mention a few of the 
; mullficipal of them, that we may the better know 
cali avoid them: and they are Pride, Partiality, 
erldly Intereſt, with all manger of Fraud and 
| ſomilood in Words and Actions; all which are 
Willi Makebates and Diſturbers of the Peace of 
ind. As for Pride, that hath ſo great a hand 
Studi Feuds and Diviſions, that the Wiſe Man a- 
man es them wholly to it, ſaying, Only by Pride com- 
I Cntention, Prov, 13. 10, and elſewhere, A proud 
Wt firreth up Strife. For Pride lifts Men up ſo 
exceh in their own Conceit, as to look down with 
rs wid and Contempt upon others, tho much better 
to geit wiſer than themſelves. Such lofty Looks and 
AdvangWeity Carriage naturally exaſperate and fill the 
Poſturq id with Quarrels and Contentions; and there- 
only tg this great Evil muſt be remov'd and rooted out 
s; and that will ſtudy to be quiet. As for Partiality, 
viſions Wt inclines Men to Seas and Factions, and con- 


Conten all good Offices to Parties, extolling ſome, and 
nue foW1ing others, and judging of things more by the 
Men arg Meaſures of Fancy and Humour, than by the 
ch ſome Merit of Perſons and Cauſes : ſuch fond Partia- 
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mavoidably breeds Sidings and Animoſities, and 
ly diſturbs the Quiet and Tranquillity of the 
id; and therefore we are bid to mark age 
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R 
that cauſe ſuch Diviſions, not to follow, but # 
them. Again, worldly Intereſt, if immoder 
purſu'd, is a great Bone of Contention; *tis this 
creates ſo many Law-Suits, and ſets Brethre 
often at variance: Eager and covetous Deſire 
what is another's, occaſion many and great Q 
rels, and the Mammon of Unrighteonſneſs n 
more Enemies than Friends; and therefore all 
dinate Love and Purſuit of it muſt be abandon . 
all the Students of Quiet. Laſtly, to mentioi 
more, all Fraud and Double-dealing is a great 
and Hindrance of Quiet: When Men ſeek to 
reach one another, and to blind the Eyes of . 
they deal with, the better to impoſe upon tt 
nothing but Strife and Contention can enſue 
ſuch Practices. Thoſe bad Effects proceed fro 
falſifying in Words or Actions, to the prejudi 
Mens Goods or good Names: when they defa 
detract from one another, by inventing, rece 
or ſpreading of evil Reports, they naturally 
Strife, and move to Revenge or Reparation; 
which reafon St. Fames ſtiles the 1 for an 1 


Member, a World of Iniquity, that ſets on fi 
Courſe of Nature, and is ſet on fire of Hell, Jam 
Thefe are ſome of the great Obſtacles of Peacy, 
Promoters of Diſcord, which we are careful 
watch againſt and avoid: and as we are to av 
the Hindrances, ſo are we to follow all the . 
and Furtherances of Quiet ; ſuch as Humility, Mood F 
denial, Honeſty, and Contentment, with 
ther things that make for Peace. For Hun 
that is an excellent Means and Preſervati 
Quiet; for that makes Men haye low and Wer to 4 
Thoughts of themſelves, and in Lowlineſs of Wen to 


to eſteem others better than themſelves : and Wn Hor 
that are thus low in their own Eyes, .commtentic 


riſe high in the Eſteem of God and Men; fot 


9 
This Leſſon our Saviour teaches all his Follow- 
ſaying, Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
t, and ye (ball find Reſt to your Souls. And the 
tle wills us, not to mind high things, to ſet, our 
s above others, but to condeſcend to Men of low 
tt, This will gain the Hearts of Friends, and 
| the Hearts of Enemies, and fill the World 
eaſy and quiet Habitations. Indeed if we ſtudy 
Point well, and conſider the Weakneſs of our 
lerſtandings, the Perverſeneſs of our Wills, the 
eitfulneſs of our Hearts, and the Diſorder of 
Affections; we ſhall ſee greater cauſe to ſtrive to 
nd our ſelves, than to quarrel and contend with 
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) For Self-denial, we are commanded in many 
ps to deny our ſelves for the Good. of others, 
to ſeek every one not their own things, but the things 
ſu Chriſt, They that are immoderately addicted 
heir own Intereſt, will not care how they uſe 
ary themſelves towards others; and that muſt 
Harily diſturb and break the Peace of Mankind: 
to ſtoop and yield in many things for the Good 
ne another, is the way to preſerve the mutual 
earments of Friends and good Chriſtians, And 
fore to be quiet, is not to confine our Love and 
to our ſelves only, but to ſtudy, in what we 
, to promote the Welfare of each other; and 
wi incline Men to Love and Amity among 
—_—. 


| the Ip). For Honeſty and fair Dealing, that will Lay 
nility, Mod Foundation for Peace and Quietneſs, by ſe- 
with ag all Men in their juſt Rights, and defrauding 


e of what belongs to them: Owe. no Man any 
7 (faith the Apoſtle) but to love one another; and 
ler to all their Dues, Tribute, to whom Tribute is due, 
om to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to 
m Honour. This will withdraw the Fewel of 
tention, which is commonly fed by Jus 200 | 

OT ED 1 ouble 
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1 1 
double Dealing. Tis the Violation of Juſtice, Mat 
the withholding from others what is theirs, Ma bu 
begets Clamours and Conteſts in the World; we to 
as to acquit our ſelves by fair Dealing, and to Morde 
prive no Man of any thing to which he hath a | 
Title, will cut off all occaſion of Contention: A gut. 
when none can challenge any thing from us, it y 
go a great way to ſecure us from Moleſtation. T WO 

Laſtly, For Contentment with our own Con? 
tion, that will keep Men from coveting and in 
ding what is another's; and that will mightily a 
duce to Peace and Quietneſs, which are greatly « 
turb'd by the contrary Evils of Envy and Diſce 
tent. St. Paul tells us, that he had learnt this L 
Jon himſelf, and by his Example would teach it 
all Chriſtians : 7 have learnt (ſaith he) in what ſerf nan 
State I am, therewith to be content. This is an adm 
ble Temper; that will keep Men quiet in all t 
Temptations of Proſperity, and in all the Tempe 
of Adverſity; and is well worth the Care and Stu 
of all that wiſh well to their own and others Quiet 


Thus I have ſet before you ſome of the princi 
Leſſons to be learnt by all that would ſtudy to 
quiet, ſo as to attain the Benefit and Comfort 
that Excellent Art. But there is one good Lellg 
more preſcrib'd in the Text, that very much co 
duces to this end; and that is, the doing at 
keeping to our own Buſineſs : Study to be quiet, « 
to do your own Buſineſs. There are two ſorts of Pt 
ſons that greatly offend in this point of Buſineſs: / 
1ſt, Such as do no Buſineſs at all, ſtil'd by ti 
2 wane ieyatoueres, Idlers that work not at 4 
And, | GOT OR. ad oe 
2dly, Such as do not their own Buſineſs, but med 
dle too much in others Buſineſs, call'd dun 
Buſy-bodies. Both theſe are mention'd by the Apt 
ſtle as great Diſturbers of the Peace and 1 


„„ 
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Mankind : the one, by Idleneſs; and the other, by 
z buſy pragmatical meddling in what belongs not 
to them: Our Text reaches N both. And i in 
order to Quiet, | 

1. Sets every one a- work to the Leine of ſome 
Buſineſs,” And, 

2. Reſtrains or confines them“ to their proper 
Work, and to doing their own Buſineſs. 

1. 1 ſay, our Text ſets all Men a-work, or to 
be. doing of ſome Buſineſs. God allows none to 
e idle in his Vineyard, but finds ſome Work or 
F buſineſs for all; he ordain'd, that in the Sweat of the 
op, or the Brain, all Men ſhould eat their Bread; 
and that ſuch as will not work, (hould not eat. [Theſe 
de Apoſtle brands for diſerdeily Walkers, and ebm- 
— them to work with Quietneſs, and eat their vn 
d; as if there were no Quietneſs without work- 
1 and it were not their own Bread, unleſs it be 
irned by their own Labour. Beſides, Idleneſs is 
ke Cauſe of much Evil, and particularly occaſies 
feat Diſquiet: A Mind unimploy'd is eaſily im- 
loy'd ill z *tis the Devils Shop in which he forges 
ch Miſchief, and © kindles much Contention. 
[mas therefore good: Advice; Be always doing 
bmething, that the Devil may never find thee idle. 
Id our Apoſtle here puts all the Students of Quiet 
pon finding and doing of ſome” Buſineſs. But be- 
| ſome buſy themſelves too much in Matters that 
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iet, "MF none of theirs, and thereby bring Trouble and 

ey 0 to rhemſelyes and obere z therefore our 
© 1 0 e Renin 

| by ig. Reftrains all Men to theits proper Work; 246A 


t at Mines them to the doing their own Buff nefs. 


dere is a Propriety in Work, as Well as in Goods 


us mY l other Talents; and as in the natural Body all 
I e Members have nit the ſame Office, but each haye 
Sit tir Aan Functions and Operations; ſo in 

* itick Bodies of States and Kingdoms, all the 


Mat Go Members 
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Members have not the ſame Employment, but es 
have their particular Callings and Buſineſs, wher 
to act for the Good of the Whole: and God h 
divided his Gifts to every one ſeverally as he will. 
one Man hath all, nor have all the ſame, either 
Kind or Degree; but they are ſcatter'd with gr 
Variety, and all hold in Severalty. Some are 
pointed Officers in the Church, to ordain, to inſt 
and to ſet in order the things that are wanting th 
others are Officers in the State, to rule and gore 
to make and execute Laws, for the Terror of E 
. doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well. Some 
call'd to publick, others to private Buſineſs { 
one way, ſome another; and to every one th 
belongs ſomething that may properly be call'd 
on Buſineſs. Now when eyery one moves on- 
.gularly in his Sphere, confining himſelf to the! 
neſs of his own Poſt or Station, without inyad 
the Province of another; then do they preſervel] 
Peace, Order, and Harmony of the World: | 
when they break their Ranks, and thruſt themſe 
into one another's Buſineſs; then do they break 
Peace, and run all things into Tumult and Confu 
Thus, for inſtance, when private Perſons, thin 
themſelves wiſer than their Teachers and Gover 
invade their Office, and do their Buſineſs, Mar 
they neither underſtand, nor belongs to ti | 
they ſoon bring Diſorder and Diſturbance W ni 
Church and State. When the People, who ar 
to ſeek the Law at the Prieſt's Mouth, ſhall ven 
to expound it themſelves, and take upon thet 
interpret Scriptures, and decide Controverſies{W'iu: 
ter than the moſt learned Doctors; they;ſ{oon ſyn: 
the Peace, Order, and Unity of the Church,Wjin 
rend it in pieces by Sects and Diviſions, + 
Again, when Subjects buſy themſelves too ! 
about the Titles of Princes, when they taxis ti 
cenſure the Actions of their Superiors, bla 
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ut eq | 
her ir Counſels, and ſetting up their new Schemes 
70d Models of Government above the autient Laws 
I. A publick Conſtitutions; they unavoidably fill the 
ther ite with Factions and Parties, from whence no- 


ing but Troubles and Commotions can enſue. And 
tis thus in the publick Affairs of Church and 
te, ſo it is in the private Concerns of Friends 
| Neighbours, when any are ſo buſy and pragma- 
ul as to meddle and interpoſe too much in other 


oy 
i Es Matters, having (as we ſay) an Oar in every 
ome We's Boat, and putting their Sickle into another's 
s; Wn; tbraſting themſelves into every one's Buſi- 
ne tit, as if they had all Wiſdom to themſelves, and 


ing could be well done without them. Such 
bodies create great Trouble and Uneaſineſs in 


28 ON 
the Bi Places where they live: They break Friendſhips, 
invaWMurb Neighbourhoods, and kindle great Feuds 
ſerve Animoſities, to the great Detriment both of 
rid: publick and private Quiet. St. Peter joins the 
nemſe derer, the Thief, and the Buſy-body together, 
breakWFe. 4. 15. it being ſometimes alike dangerous to 
donfuff de Mens Buſineſs, which is their Livelihood, as to 
thin ade their Lives or Goods. And therefore a Reve- 
over Father hath made it a kind of Burglary to break 
(, wi another Man's Buſineſs, as well as into another 

to this Houſe; both of them being oftentimes atten- 
ance with the fame miſchievous Effects: which ſhould 

ho ara] all Men to be very cautious how they unneceſ- 

in ven intrude and buſy themſelves in the Affairs of 
n thenWers, without invading the Provinces of another. 

rerfies Thus we ſee the Leſſon of the Text, which is to 
ſoon Het; the Manner of learning it, which is by 


hing it; and the Means of attaining it, which 
I doing our own Buſineſs, I ſhall conclude with 
too I Directions for the better learning and prac- 
y, tax this uſeful Leſſon. And, „„ 

5, bla, To preſerve the publick Quiet of Kingdoms 
States, let us live in all due Obedience and 
IP . Bubjection 


nurch, 
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Subjection to the Laws and Conſtitutions: of oy 
Country, not ſtriving to have our own Way and 
Will in every thing; for that is the ground of al 
Diſcord and Diſſenſion: but yielding to the Wiſ 
domand Authority of our Superiors both in Church 
and State, to avoid Schiſm, Faction, and Diviſion 
in both. Be not wiſe in your own Conceit, ſaith Sol. 
mon, the wiſeſt of Men; adding, that there is mor 
hopes of a Fool, than of ſuch Men. The Prophet Ia, 
pronounces a Woe to all them that are wiſe in the 
own eyes, and prudent in their own ſight, Chap. 5.21 
And St. Paul aſcribes moſt of our Diſquiet to Men 
being wiſe in their own Conceit. For this make 
them obſtinate and pertinacious in their particuly 
Fancies and Opinions, tho upon ever fo fliph 
Grounds taken up and believ'd. And therefore tt 
be quiet, think that?tis poſſible for you to be miſta 
ken, and that your Governors and Teachers may bt 
wiſer, and know better what is fit to be done, than 
you can. And this ordinary. piece of Modeſty ani 
Humility will go a great way to prevent and remon( 
unh dd le Te 9; 
__ 2aly, To preſerve the private Quiet of Famil 
and Neighbourhoods, let us live in the Practice 
Juſtice, Honeſty, and mutual Kindneſs to one ano 
ther; tis the lack of theſe Graces and Vertues thi 
occaſions moſt of the Differences that ariſe amoi 
Men. The withholding from others their Due 
the hurting of an) in Body, Goods, or Name; be 
get great Conteſts and Quarrels among Neighbours 
and therefore to be quiet, be fair and juſt in all you 
Dealings, deprive none of his juſt Right, opprel 
no Man, but be ready to do all the good Offices Jo 
can to all; think and hope the beſt of all Men, au 
Put the moſt candid: and favourable. Conſtruction 
Poſlible upon all their Actions: and then no Sound 
of Complaint or Qunarrels will be heard in Jon 
Streets; but Peace will be within your Walls, a 
— F 
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OASIS ISI IIS III IIS 

THE 

Folly and Danger 
O F | 


Diſtruſtful Thoughts and Cares 
about Future Things. 
Together with 
The Wiſdom and Safety of depending 

upon Divine Providence. 


— 


PHIL IP. IV. 6. 
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, 
let your Requeſts be made known unto God. 
F 5 
Caſting all your Care upon him, for he careth 
OY for os. 5 
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St. MATTHEW VI. 34. 
Take therefore no thought for the Morrow ; 
for the Morrow ſhall take thought for the 


things of it ſelf. Sufficient to the Day 
is the Evil thereof. 7 


THESE Words are a part of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Ser mon on the Mount; where- 
in, after many uſeful and excellent Rules 
for the well- order ing of our Lives, he di- 

s us, in the 25th Verſe of this Chapter, to tate 

thought for our Life, what we ſhall eat, or what we 

al drink, nor for our Body, what we ſhall put on: 

d that becauſe the Life, which he gives and pre- 

res, is more than Meat; and the Body, that he 

s fram'd and ſupports, # better than Rayment; and 

that hath given the Greater, will not deny us the 
ler: but by a due Care and Dependence on him, 

Ithout our too ſollicitous Thoughts, will provide 

both. To convince us hereof, he ſeads us, ver. 26. 
the Fowls of the Air, who neither ſow, nor reap, nor 
ber into Barns ;, and yet our heavenly Father feedeth 

n: arguing from thence, that we being better 

u they, ſhall have much greater Care taken of us. 

the next Verſe he puts the Queſtion, Which of 

by taking thought, can add one Cubit to his 
ure, or one Minute to the Number of his Days? 

he tells us in the foregoing Chapter, ver. 36. 
t we cannot change the Colour of one Hair, 0 

eit white or black. And if with our utmoſt Care 

Sollicitude we cannot do theſe ſmaller Matters, 

D how 
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bo can we think of being able to do much great; 
in making proviſion for our ſelves ? 
And then for Rayment, he ſends us in the fe 
lowing Verſe to the Lillies of the Field, to conſid 
how they grow, for they toil not, neither do they ſy; 
and yet I ſay unto you, that Solomon, in all bis Gl, 
was not array 'd like one of theſe. Wherefore (ſaith Hear. 
if God ſo clothe the Graſs of the Field, which to dq 
and to morrom is caſt into the Oven; if he ſets foi S.. 
and adorns theſe ſhort-liv'd Flowers, with that de 
tural Beauty and Gaiety, that far: exceeds all t 
gorgeous Attire of Solomon; ſhall he not much n 
clothe you, O ye of little Faith? Certainly this d 
betray no ſmall Weakneſs and Want of Faith, rr. 
cannot be doubted of without great Infidelity. Frcon; 
whence he infers and inculcates again his forall bri 
Exhortationz Therefore rake no thought, si the 
What ſhall we eat, or what ſhall we drink, or where 
ſhall we be clothed ? for after theſe things (ſaith be) 
. the Gentiles ſeek. *Tis for the Heathens, that / 
not God, and have no right Apprehenſion od F 
Power and Providence, to be ſo ſollicitous ah 
theſe things. But for you, who have a Father, | 
Heaven, that knoweth you have need of theſe thi 
and hath promis'd to ſupply them, *tis inexcu 8 
to diſtruſt his Care, and to have too cab. 
Thoughts for your ſelves. To prevent which, Wi 
Saviour bids us, in the Verſe before the Text | 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and the Rightcou| | 
thereof, and then all theſe things ſhall be added unto 
meaning, that if we place our principal Care 
Affections upon the things of Heaven, and anc 
Life, we ſhall not want ſuch a competent Sha 
the Neceſſaries of this Life, as may be ſufficien Mo: 
bring us to them. Cl hir $7.40 

And then to ſum up all the whole Matter, Wore t 
apply the foregoing Diſcourſe, he infers the WIiul 
of our Text; Take therefore no thought for tht 
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(it ſelf. 4 Sufficient to the Day is the 8 Oy 
latte Words „ 


Firſt, A Caution againſt all anxious Cares and 
ith ers about future things; Take therefore no thought 
0 %% Marrow. 
ts fon Secondly, We have two ſtrong Arguments to back 
that Md enforce it. The firſt is taken from the Wiſdom 
all WM celyiog, upon the Divine Providence, which will 


ie the ſame care of us to morrow, that it does 
day; which is 25 Senſe of thoſe words, The 
rom ſhall take care ſor the thin "ge of of its ſelf. The 


y. Fond is taken from the Folly o reſtating Evils, 
s foro bringing them upon us before the time; imply'd 
ſoi tbeſe words, Safficient to the Day is the Evil there⸗ 
wheren ; Of. each of theſe ſomething particularly. 

th he) 

hat ki Br Of the Caution againſt all anxious 4 
on of Fears about future things; in thoſe words, 


E no thought for the Morrow : where by to-mor- 
„ We are to underſtand not only the time to 


1 
by, the. taking n 10 thought for thaw, is meant. the 
ling off all carking Cares and Sollicitouſneſs a- 


Teri them, But for the better clearing of this Mat- 
TAL | [ muſt. enquire, 

d unto MAH, Whether all Thoughts or Care about ſaber 
Care es, are here condeman'd as ſinful and unwarran- 


le. And if not, then, 
ly, What kind of Care and Thoughtfulneſs for 
Morrow it is, that is here forbidden. 
„ then, Does all Care and Thoughtfulneſs . 
re things ſtand condemn'd by our Saviour as un- 
tul or unwarrantable? Are we all bid to live 
mpore, and to make no proviſion for the time 
come? Will nos this leave us deſtitute of ma- 

D 2 ny 


latter, 
the W 
for the! 


m3 for, the Morrow (ball take thought for the things 


ies but all the Weincg Events that may happen 


C20 
ny Teceſſaries hereafter, and expoſe us to many fi 
ture and unavoidable Dangers? In anſwer 
this, tho our Saviour ſeems here to confine all o 
Care to the preſent time, and forbids all extendi 
it to the Morrow; yet there may be, and is a pri 
dent and providential Care allow'd in ſome Caf 
about Futurities. Something undoubtedly may | 
la d up for Sickneſs, old Age, and other Acciden 
cf human Life. The Apoſtle tells us, that Paren 
are to lay up for their Children, and not Children ft 
Parents; and he that provideth not for his own Hou 
hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. W 
are bid to provide things honeſt in the ſight of all Mt 
and to lay up a good Foundation for the time to com 
which cannot be without a prudent Care in man 
ging of Stores and Proviſions, Tis a tempting 
God, for Men to expect to be fed by Miracles; ar 
with the Jſraelires of old, to wait till Meat at 
Manna drop into their Mouths without ſeeking | 
and to murmur if they be not ſatisfy'd in their oj 
extraordinary wav. Such Perſons juſtly provoke G 
to leave them to themſelves, and to periſh ti 
their own Preſumption. Nor may we ſo carel 
rely upon the Divine Protection, as to neglett 
lawful Means for our own Security; for that wot 
be to lie in the Ditch, and only cry God help, wit 
out uling any Endeavours to get out; which wo 
leave us to periſh there by our own Folly. Sot 
a prudent and regular Care for our ſelves a 
Poſterity, and a decent Regard to Families; 
future Ages cannot be ſuppos'd to be abſoluts 
forbidden. 7 3 

But what then are the Thoughts for the Morro 
that are to be laid aſide, or the Care about futi 
things, that is to be caſt off? Why! that, as 
pears by the whole Tenor of our Saviour's foregoll 
Diſcourſe, is meant of carking and immoderi 
Capes for Food and Rayment, ang of aqaious 6 


— 


. 
too ſollicitons Fears, what ſhall become of us here- 


ter. Tis not a Care of Diligence, that is here 
ondemn'd ; for that hath a Promiſe of God's Bleſ- 


y f 
4 
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adim ag, Prov. 10. 4. But a Care of Diffidence, which 
pri a diſtruſting of God, and is uſually attended with 
Caſ i aſting and Diſappointments. The word here ren- 
ay red, Take no thought, is in the Original u eee, 
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ich ſignifies the dividing of the Mind, or hang- 


this Chapter, that no Man can ſerve two Maſters, 
either he will love the one, and hate the other, or 


d and Mammon ver, 24. Now our Saviour's 
pleaſe and ſerve both. So that here is forbidden, 

1. All dubious, diſtracting, and divided Thoughts; 
r God having promis'd to provide for his Servants 
Competence of the Neceſſaries of this Life, to be 


lith : for it calls in queſtion either his Ability to 
otect and provide for us, or his Fidelity in being 


feftions on his Power and. Faithfulneſs, which 


t woa tempt him to deſert us, and that will ſoon 
p, wing us to nothing, And then for thoſe diſtracting 
h woulfWioughts that hinder-ys from our Duty to God in 

So thiW:Jing to him; and our Duty to our ſelves, in v- 
ves ig the lawful Means that he hath appointed for 
es; r Subſiſtence and Preſervation : theſe cannot but 
bſolute 


highly diſpleaſing to him. And for divided 
loughts ind Tectic 80 

bn, that he cannot away with, he will have our 
bole Heart or none; for tho he loves a broken, 
the hates a divided Heart, and will not be rivaPd 


Morro 
t, a8 4 
oregoll 
moder! 
tious al N 
- in | 2. Here 


his Care and Providence. 


17 between two. Our Saviour had before told us, 


ave to the one, and deſpiſe the other; ye cannot ſerve 


harge is, not to think of parting our Service and 
etions between God and the World, nor hope 


tbious about it, ſhews us to be Men of little or no 


| good as his word; both which caſt unworthy 


Affections between God and Mam- 


the World, or any of his Creatures, in Matters 


XY ys!) 


, ay | % 4 


2. Here is forbidden all diſquieting and perplez 
ing Thoughts about future things; which mak 
Men rorment themſelves before their time, and, lik 
the unclean Spirits, going up and down, ſeeking Re 
and finding none. This is a higher degree of Infidg 
lity, and cauſes Men not only to doubt of, but t 
deny. the Divine Providence; it betrays ay « 


Heart of Unbelief in departing from the living Gull 


not daring to take his word, or to believe the Trut 
of his Promiſes : but looking upon their Conditic 
to be deſperate and remedileſs, without their on 
Care and Sollicitude, tho he hath engag'd to he 
and ſtand by them, And this fills their Hear 
with unreaſonable Fears, and their Heads with y 
warrantable Projects and Contrivances. 
But the main thing here condemn'd, is all i 
anxious and diſtruſtful Thoughts about future thing 
as put Men upon ſiniſter and indirect Means for th 
own Safety. For this is a leaying of God, i 


x U 


alone can help us, and flying to Satan and 0 
World, our worſt Enemies, to ſuccour and defe 
us; which, inſtead of mending, always marr I; 
ters, and make them the worſe, The Propli 
Feremy brings in God complaining of his own f 
ple, the Jews z that they committed two, great En 
in forſaking bins the Fauntain of living Waters, and 
ing out to themſelves Ciſternt, broken Cifterns that © 
hold no Mater; Jer. 2. 13. for which he ſuffer'd thi 
to fall and periſh by, their own Counſels. And! 
Experience hath ſhew'd us ſomething like it, boli 
publick and private Affairs. While we. keep 
God's Way, by keeping to the Duties of our Stati 
by calling upon ißt, and living in all due Obedic 
and Submiſſion to our lawful Princes; ſo long 
ſafely rely upon God's Bleſſing and Provides 


o 


may 


who hath promis'd never to leaue us or forſale u. 
But when we go out of God's Way, by lea 
the Duties of our Calling, or having no regard 


(31) 


tis Bleſſing in it; when with Saul we have recourſe 
to the Witch of Endor, to the Sorcerers of the 


ple) | 
World; and to the Witchcraft of Rebellion; then 


maß 


„ Io we juſtly forfeit all Title to his Favour and Pro- 
o Feſeaion, and involve our ſelves in a Labyrinth of 
ufd hiſery and Confuſion. In ſhort, God hath ſecur'd 
ut o his Servants a ſufficient Portion of the good 
 cfifhings of this Life; to doubt or diſtruſt the Truth 
GedMof this, betrays not only a lack of Faith, but great 
Tru afdelity: and all carking Sollicitude for the time 
dite come, is an Argument of this Diſtruſt, eſpecially 


ir on 


hen it leads into wrong Ways and Methods for 
to be 


ar Security. Thus when we dare not truſt God in 


ur own to help our ſelves, and ſeek by unjuſt and 
ditions Ways to prevent Evil to come; then do 


d, Mens here added againſt it. The oy” 
and Wl Firf whereof is, becauſe the Morrow ſhall take 
d dee for the things of it ſelf. Not that Time it elf, 
arr \Which hath no Senſe of Good or Evil, can provide 
Prop the things of it ſelf; having no Power of its own 
wo give the one, or remove the other: But that 
at Food, who is the Giver and Diſpoſer of all Time, 
and vill take the ſame care of that part of it which is 
hat coture, as he hath of that which is paſt, and as he 
r'd th geth of that which is preſent; ſo that we need not 
And Wiſe too ſollicitous about the time to come; for that 
t; botlWme, when it cometh, will, by the Bleſſing of God, 
keep e able to bear its own Burden, and be provided for 


well as this. Whereas by being thoughtful for 


rt of our Life which is preſent, by charging it 
th the Care of that and the future alſo; thereby 


t Dependence, and laying the whole Load of . 
leut 


de Courſe of his Providence, without future Safe- 
5, but have recourſe to Projects and Politicks of 


e take that thought for the Morrow which is here 
frohibited. From whence I proceed to the Rea- 


before it comes, we lay a double Burden upon that 


ting aſide the Divine Providence, Which is our 


> : 
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„„ 
ſent and future Cares upon our ſelves; which wil 
be too heavy, and too hard for us to bear. Ou 
Saviour's Advice then, is, to reſt ſatisfy'd and con 
tented with our preſent Portion, and to enjoy thi 
Bleſſings of this Day, which God hath given us, with 
out carking too much for to morrow, which will | 
ſupply'd with the like, if we live to it, The pre 
ſent time is all that we can call our own; and in th 
right numbring our Days, we are to count upon an 
care for no more. We are dead to Yeſterday, au 
| ſhall never ſee it again; we are not born to To-mor 
row, and God knows whether we ever ſhall : and t 
be ſollicitous about that, is to ſet our Hearts upo 
that which is not. Future Events, tho foreſeen an( 
determin'd by God, are yet unknown and uncertaif 
to us. *Tis not for you to know the Times and t 
Seaſons, ſaith Chriſt to his Diſciples, which Ge 
hath kept in his own hands, and are conceal'd fro: 
us to keep up our Dependence upon him. Gr 
hath reſerv'd to himſelf the Knowledg and Diſpoſ 
of things to come; ſuch ſecret things belong to hin 
and are hid from us, that we may not pry into, 1 
cark about them. Hence we find God Almight 
upbraiding the Vanity and Ignorance of the 1d 
Gods in theſe Matters, ſaying, Let them ſhew us nh 
ſhall happen, and declare to us things to come + Let tht 
bring them forth, and ſhew the things that ſhall con 
hereafter, that we may know that ye are Gods; Iſa. 41.2 
intimating, that none but God can know and diſpo 
of ſuch future contingent things. Our Buſineſs at 
Duty is, to enjoy and improve the preſent tim 
and to make the beſt of this Day, which is all tl 
is in our power; To-morrow belongs to God, al 
the Care of that muſt be left to his Providence 
which if we wiſely do, we ſhall find that the fan 
Care that is taken of us To-day, will, by committil 
our ſelves to him in well-doing, be taken of us I. 
morrow. g 


We tead of the Manna, that fell in the Wilder- 


wil neſs, that it came down from Heaven every day; 


Ou and there was no need of laying up any part of it 

confi in ſtore, when it was daily and liberally ſupply'd : 
. yea, we find that what was laid upefor any longer 
Wit 


time ſoon putrefy*d, and became uſtleſs to thoſe who 
vainly thought themſelves ſuch good Husbands. God 
commanded that they ſhould gather it every Morn- 
ing to ſerve the Occaſions of that Day, and not 


inn 
pre 
in th 


n dag leave it to the next Day; for what was ſo left, bred 
» au Worms and ſtunk: only on the ſixth Day they were 
far to gather enough to ſerve them on the ſeventh, 


which was the Sabbath or Day of Reſt; and being 
employ'd in the Service of God, he took care to 
preſerve it on that Day from Putrefaction; as 


upo 
en an 
ertai 


ad t God's ordinary Providence, with our own Labour, 
h Coaches to the Supply of every Day: And if he 
I alls us to any more than ordinary Service, he 


mill be ſure to furniſh us with Supplies accord- 
ugly. Hence our Saviour teaches us every Day 
to pray for our daily Bread; that is, for the Bread 


1ſpol 
to hun 


wen char Day, not for ſuperfluous Bread, or ſuch as 
be bay laſt many Days or Months; but only for ſo 
* 1 nuch as may ſuffice for that Day. To which, if 


e add our Labour and Diligence in our Calling, 
Re ſhall not want a competent Portion of it for 
lat time. And if our Prayers and Endeavours are 


et the 
all con 


457 ontinu'd to the next and following Days, we ſhall 
pf "WW": miſs of a Supply for every Day as it comes. 
4 He nd therefore our Saviour would not have us to be 
© tim 


all tl dough car'd for to-morrow ; but to labour and pray 
od, al My for what is ſufficient for the preſent time, {till 
12 7 pending upon God for the future. This is the 


elſe of Agar Prayer, Prov. 30. 8. Give me neither 


imitug ey nor Riches, but feed me with Food convenient 


us ez that is, with fo much from day to day, as 
v 


may 


Ive read, Exodus 16. By which it appears, that 


50 ſollicitous for that to-day; which will be well 


(34 ) 
may ſerve the Neceſſities of each Day. By which 
it appears, that our Cares are chiefly, to be con 
fin'd to the preſent time; and our Deſires to bete 
bounded by a Competence for each particular Day 
to keep us in a conſtant Dependence upon our Maker. 
to mind us every day of looking up to him, and i 
following the Duties of our Vocation, to implor( 
his Favour and Bleſſing. The rich Man in thi 
Goſpel, that depended more upon his own Proviſiog® 
than God's Providence, was, branded for a Fool, an": 
in an inſtant depriy'd of all. He counted upat 
Goods laid up for many Years, when he had not 
Day more to live; and when he had ſung a Requit 
to his Soul, to take its eaſe, it was that very Niph 
taken from him: which ſhews the Fally of truſtiq| 
more in uncertain Riches, than in the living God 
and of being thoughtful for To-morrow, when w 
may be ſnatch'd away this very Day. The tru 
is, we have no Warrant to ask or expect abut 
dance; for that makes many too apt to forget 60 
and themſelves too, and tends oftener to the Harn 
than to the Happineſs of the Owners: when ti 
Divige Bleſſings fall thick and faſt about them, thi 
ſcarce know where they are; and, like the Siu 
feed and fatten upon Acorns, without looking 
to the Tree from whence they fall. And thereto 
God Almighty thinks fit co deal out our Bread Wi 
us not all at once, but by particular Portions eve 
Day, to feed us as it were from hand to mouth; at 
by the continual Droppings of his Bounty, quick 
our Diligence and Thankfulneſs to him: of whid 
the Apoſtle minds all good Chriſtians in tus 
words; Be careful far nathing, but in every thing, 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be 4 
known unto. God, Phil. 4. 6. By ſo doing, our Savio 
tells, that we ſhall not need to take care for the mc 
row; for that will be provided for when it co 
and be even as this Day: which may teach us! 


which 

con 
to be 
Day 
laker 
nd it 
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to charge the future upon the preſent time, but 
w let every Day have the Proportion of Care and 
Prayer that is due to it. Et this vin lead me 
„ the F 3.09/09 ens e 


pi Second Atgumeht, agaidſt taking — gbt for te 
viſo norrow; and that is; becauſe ſuffoient 2 the Day is 
L, and the Evil deren Which words the be underſtood 


in a double Senſe : Either, 

if, That every Day hath a ſufficient” meaſure of 
oil and Trouble of its own, without accumulating 
t adding to it. or, 
2dly, That Care and Trouble il come faſt e- 
tough of it ſelf, without anticipating or bringing it 
boner upon us by our own Fears. For thle | 
1f, J ſay, every Day hath enough of Labour and 
rouble may [t{"withvat adding or heaping 
ore upon ir: For ſufficient to the Day is the Evil 
lereofi © Sufficient (faith a Father) but not intole- 
ble; for if we Teek t6 God, and rely upon him, 
ſery Day will be able tb bear its own Burden : we 
ball continbally find Tach a Supply of Aid and 
ſtrength that ſhall ſupport us under it, and nothing 


upot 
ot on 
equit 
Night 
uſtin] 
; God 
en W 
tru 
abul 
t Gol 
Harn 
en tl 
1, th 
Swin 


110 ut our own unrerlonabte Fears and Follies can 
read ae it too heavy, and cauſe us to ſink under it; 
ſa, the Troubles ef this Life, Whatever they are, 


b; the. Grace and Bleſſing of God, become not on- 
quick | tolerable, but eaſy düd expedientfor us: for he 
which kes all things work together for good to them 
1 that love God, and patientliy ſubmit to his Will. 
bing, loas Thbughtfulnefs for the future, does not eaſe, 


It increaſe the preſent Biirden ; for if we bring 
ito one Day the Evils' of many, and load it with 
te Fears of certain and uncettain Troubles, the 
burden will ſoon become intolerable. To prevent 
hich, our Savibur here minds ts, that every Day 
ath Trouble and Turmoil enough of its own be- 


onging to it; and therefore we ſhould not over- 
BZ. charge 


charge the preſent time with the Cares and Bur- 
dens of the future. For Jaſficiews to the Day # is the 
Evil thereof. 
But there is another Senſe of theſe Words, agree · 
able enough to the Deſign of them: and that is, 
That Evils will come faſt enough of themſelves, 
without antedating and anticipating of them be- 
fore- hand. As tis great Folly: to put far from us 
the evil Day, by a ſupine Neglect of all good Means 
to prevent it; ſo tis no leſs to bring it too near, 
by flying to indirect Means to avoid it. If a due 
Care, with God's Bleſſings upon it, hath already 
provided for our Subſiſtence and Safety to- day, the 
ſame Care; if continu?d with the like Dependenct 
upon the Divine Providence, will make the ſame 
proviſion for us to-morrow, Io fear all poſlible 
and contingent Evils, is to fill our Heads and Heart: 
too with perpetual Anxiety and Trouble; and to 
caſt off all Truſt and Confidence in God, is ; the req 
dy way to be left to the Vanity of our own Coun 
ſels; and that may inevitably bring upon us all that 
Miſery which we ſeem to dread. *Tis then no part 
either of Piety or Prudence, to foreſtal Evils by 
too much Thoughtfulneſs, or to draw on preſealf 
Troubles to avoid future, Perhaps the thing i 

ear. may neyer come to paſs, and then all the Care 
= Sollicitudęe we take about it, is needleſs and ut 
reaſonable : 1f-1t; « does come at laſt, the Trouble an 
Sorrow. of it will come time enough, without out 
haſtning it, and drawing it the ſooner. upon ou 
own Heads. Let Trouble then tarry till its ont 
Day comes; and let us not anticipate it by. any tot 
menting Cares or Fears befare-hand : Far Juſfcia 
to the Dat 1 ty Evil t hereof. 17 75 


F 
And now to maks foms ſhort application of We ay 
hay d been adds 4 . 


1 


(37) 
This Diſcourſe may ſerve, 1ſt, to abate our Fears 


d allay our Heats about the future Fate of King- 
ms; for that being a thing hereafter, and out of 


zur 
the 


rece MW: Sphere of our Power and Know ledg, belongs to 
t is, Wed, and muſt be left to his diſpoſal, who will 

Ives, Nie a due Care of us, without our anxious and 
1 be-Wirating Thoughts about it. Things to come, are 

m us It up from us, and lock d up in the Boſom of the 

leans mighty; and therefore we may not pry or buſy 

near, Ir ſelves too much about them, nor dive into the 
due crets of his Counſels. We take God's Work out 

ready his hand, when we engage too far in ſuch Mat- 

„ theWhes; and he will ſurely blaſt thoſe Counſels, and 

dence eat thoſe Deſigns, that derogate from his Power, 

famed contradict his Will. e 

oſlibleß The renown'd Queen Elizabeth gave à check to 

Teart e Debates and Counſels of this kind, in her Time, 


nd te 
e rea 
Coun 


would not hear of them, for Reaſons of State 
well as Religion, She knew a Succeſſor was apt 
dtaw the Eyes and Hearts of the Subjects from the 


| tha elent Sovereign, and fix them there before the 
» patt e. For as Pompey told Sylla, who had rais'd him, 
ils e more worſhip the riſing Sun, than the Sun ſetting : 
reſent that wiſe Queen ſaw that ſuch Debates tended 


the leſſening of her Honour, and rather endan- 


ng We 
d than ſecur'd her Safety; and therefore would 


> (Carl 


nd ul 


je no countenance to them, + - 1 TEN 
But our Saviour here furniſhes us with higher Mo- 
ut ou es, to quiet our Minds in theſe Matters, and to 


on ouſt from all. diſtruſtful Thoughts about them; 


ts ou mely, from the Care of the Divine Providence, 


r ſelyes, if we refer our Matters to him; and like- 


avoid uncertain ones to come. Both the preſump- 
e and the pretending Heir of a Grown are alike 
tal, and may die before the reigning Prince; and 

8 gIn 5 then 


ich will provide better for us, than we can for 


le, from the Uncertainty of future things, and 
Folly of drawing preſent certain Evils upon us, 
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| f 38 ) | „mal 
then all our Care for the one, and Fear of the oth 
may be vain and fruitleſs, and a thouſand Accide; 
may diſappoint the wiſeſt Counſels about, them: x 

thetefere we were better to caſt off all Anxiety a 
Sollicitude for things above our reach, and out 
our power, and to leave ſuch weighty continge 
Affairs to the great Sovereign of the World, yl 
alone diſpoſes of Crowbs and Scepters, and ru 
over all the Kingdoms of the Earth. Tis he that put 
down one, and ſetteth up another, as it ſeems beſt to 
Godly Wiſdom.  Sonfetimes he takes away a pot 
King, of whom the World is not worthy, to adyan 
him to a better Kingdom in Heaven; and ſometim 
he petmits Tyrants and Uſurpers to aſcend t 
Throne, to be Scourges to chaſtrze the Inſolence a 
Rebellion of 4 wicked People: which things are do 
for great and wiſe Reaſons, which we are to obſer 
to ſubmit to, and tb make the right uſe of: 4 
then, God who lays his Rod upon us, will in! 
due time remove it from us.F + 
Zaly, This Diſcourſe may teach us, in the whi 
Cour ſe of our Lives, to rely more upon God's Pro 
dence, without any anxious and diſtruſtful Fears 
bout Fututities; Which, we ſee, tend ſo much tot 
diſhonour of God, and the diſquieting of our {el 
Let us learn from the Fowl of the Airy and 
Lillies of the Field, to om our Saviour ſends 
to truſt him for Food and Rayment; who, upon 
due dependence upon him, will not ſuffer us to h 
Neceſſaries. Let us not then multiply Cares and $ 
rows, about ſuch things as we can neither forekil 


nor remedy : and yet this is the Folly and Miſe to 
too many, to make themſelves miſerable at preii, Bl 
for fear of being made miſerable hereafter, they ku. de 
not how or when. This is a Weakneſs that , Ty 
ſeſſes the Minds of many, who yet pretend 10 ring 


| greater Foreſight and deeper Concern for. the 7 
lick Good than other Men. But ſuch imprudenti 


4 


12999 2 
.manag'd Foreſight, rather furthers and foreſtals 
coubles, than removes and redreſſes them, and 
en brings on what we fear. The beſt way of 
eventing future Evils, is daily to look up unto 


m: ad in the faithful diſcharge of aur Duty, and to 
ety aH our Care upon him, who careth for us: So we 
| out Nd Holy David did, who in all his Extremities ſaid, 
tinge call upon the Name of the Lord, and put my truſt 
d, w| him, ſo ſhall I be ſafe from all mine Enemies All aur 
d rul „ as he tells us, cometh from him that made Hea- 
pute and Earth. We cannot by all our Power and 


iſdom, help our ſelves out of the leaſt Strait; 


2 gor Safety proceeds entirely from the All-ſeeing 
advan ie and «the All- powerful Hand of his Providence, 
net therefore our Reſort and Dependence muſt be 

nd Wiily there, Where he hath promis'd to keep us 
nce ale. under the ſhadow of his Wings: And who can 

re golcre better Security, than to be under the Protection 
obſer nis Almighty Arm? la ſhort, there arg two Ex- | 
f: nes to be carefully avoided about this Thought- 


| in ess for the Morrow; the one is the neglect of all 
| G 3. Means, the other is the flying to evil and un- 
e whi 


c una Methods for our future Security and Preſer- 

sk tion: the former is an idle and careleſs Security, 

* latter a groundleſs and ſinful Preſumption; 
0 


th Which, are highly diſpleaſing unto God, and 
deſtructive to the Peace and Welfare of our 
„ fo 29-5 
Let us baniſh all ſollicitous and diſquietiag 


r {ln 
and t 
ſends 


pon gtoughts about future things, and by a firm ad- 

to rence to our Duty, caſt our {elves upon God's Pro- 
and lence, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
rekil Ser; and if we fail not 4 our Duty, he will never 
1110) to relieve and ſupport us. Let us then implore 
pteſe $ Bleſſing, and commit our felves unto him in 

e kim ll-doing ; by ſo doing, we enter our ſelves into 


$ Tuition, and ſhall never ſpeed the worſe for 
ring the Event and Succeſs of our Affairs to hi Wis 


ff £56 bs. dh 
T 
who alone can and will bring them to paſs. » 
Fathers truſted in thee (ſaith the Royal Pfalmiſt) 1 
were deliver d; they hop'd in thee, and were not 9. 
founded. In like manner, if we put our truſt 
God, and caſt our ſelves upon his Power and G00 
neſs, we ſhall be ſafe under the ſhadow of his Wig 
and no notable Evil ſhall approach to hurt us; by 
we run into Tumults, Factions and Diſcontents, 3 
raiſe preſent Storms in hopes of a future Calm, 


miſtake the Method and Meaſures of our oy 


Safety, and bring on a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſs 
Job “!.. ð - 
Let us keep ſteady in God's way, which is i 
| way of Peace and Truth, of | Subjection and 0ʃ 
dience, of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs ; and there 
we ſhall find reſt to our Souls, and may fafely re 
upon the Divine Bleſſing and Protection. And! 
us carefully avoid the indirect ways of Sedition x 
Rebellion, of Plots and Conf} piracies, which are t! 
Devil's ways; that lead to nothing but Miſery a 


"I 


Trouble. In a word, Let us employ and impro 
Glory and our own Good; let us be thankful fort! 
Portion of Peace and Happineſs vouchſaf d to t 
and leave future Events to the Wiſdom of his pn 
vidence, who knoweth what is fitter for us, than 
do for dur ſelves: So ſhall we enjoy Peace and 0 

etneſs here; and cer long, everlaſting Felicity 

the World to come: which God grant, G. 
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